DICKINSON R. DEBEVOISE 
744 BROAD STREET 


NEWARK, N. u. 07102 


August 10, 1967 


Dear Attorney General’ Sill 


During the recent public conérover g 
flyer prepared by the American Civil Liberties Union, in 
which appeared the name of The Newark Legal Services 

roject, I have refrained from i l 
ments. ‘There are, however, portions of the statements 
attributed to you or your office which I think should be 
clarified in the interests of fairness and accuracy. 


Several weeks ago I wrote 
explained to him NLSP's role 
It was prepared at ACLU's office, and one of NLSP's 
attorneys was present at the time. (I originally believed 
that two NLSP attorneys were present, out I am now informed 
that only one was there m 11 given 
aclu the impression that it 

In however, we 

ame without our approval, and when we found 
was being distriouted, we asked 

n As far as I xnow, ACLU then stopped 


to Howard Kestin and 


using the flyer. 


We requested its discontinuance because it is not 
the Kind of literature we generally use, because the 
language, in our opinion, was unpolished, and Bas we 
had not given our prior approva. Iw 
however, tnat in light of tne c 
Gescribe in more detail), I person 
the flyer wes inflammatory or that it was designed to | 
solicit legal business. As I read it, it was des 

ple know that they could bring evidence of unlawful 
actions by law enforcement personnel to AC 
the time the flyer appeared, NISP, at least, had an 
aoundance of people bringing in complaints of such actions. 


Before describing the circumstances in which the flyer 
was issued, I want.:to point out that in the New York Times 
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Article, Deputy Attorney General Joseph H 
ACLU (and by implication NLSP) for issuin 
headed "Help Stop Police Brutality." NLSP nad 

do with that leaflet, and I am informed that ACLU 

ing to do with it. To confuse that document with 
er irresponsible or careless, and I think 
your office should clarify that situation right away. 


As to the circumstances of the issuance of ACLU's 
flyer: 


As you must know, on the first day of the riot, NLSP 
turned over all of its staff attorneys and law students 
to the service of the State in meeting the problems created 
by the riot. In addition, it recruited numerous volunteer 
attornéys. These people were on hand day and night, 
day and- weekend throughout the crisis. NLSP also remained 
i tween. the people living in the ghetto and the rest 
of the community, and it was asked to handle innumerable 
emergency problems of the people in the area. 


Our Administrator, Oliver Lofton, was designated by 
Governor Hughes to act as a liaison between the Negro 
community and himself. Our attorneys first worked for the 
Public Defender to enable him to handle the work in th 
Magistrates Court. Our attorneys and students then conducted 
the interviews of prisoners at the various places of con- 
Snement so that the judges could determine which should be 
released, One of our attorneys was asked to supervise â 
similar release program.in Union County and in Jersey City. 
We have continued to make ourselves available upon the 


request of the Courts and the Public Defender 


On Sunday morning, 
crisis arose, as people in 
Sisbis oftieg and into the UCC headavarters to report 
widespread unlawful conduct by law enforcement personnel 
against the persons and property of Negroes. Similar reports 
came from two other sources. Negro people attending church 
gave such information to their m In particular, 

Í would refer you.to The Rev. Kim Jef Person, Executive 
Director of the Greater Newark Council of Churches, and to 
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The Rev. Ledlie Laughlin, Dean of Trinity C 
addition, a group of Negro civic and business lea: 
organized by Dr. Rey 
received detailed, first-hand reports of such 


I was present at. NLSP's offices throughout the riot 
period. I listened to a number of the people who had 
brought in first-hand accounts of unlawful police behavior. 
At that time I read many of the statements and examined 
exhibits, and since then I have examined all of the data 
brought to us. There was and is no doubt in my mind that 
serious misconduct by law enforcement personnel had taken 
place and that as a result on that Sunday terrible new 
tensions were being created in the Negro community. To 
state, as you did, that NLSP was prejudging the situation 
is neither’ fair nor accurate. People to us with 
serious problems based upon solid factual date, and, as 
lawyers, we are trying to help them with those problems. 


Two steps were taken to meet this situatio 
Oliver Lofton and various community leaders reporte 
facts to the Governor, taking with them a few of 

t received. Second, NLSP informed 
the people and groups who came to it tnat if NLSP were 
i facts in sable form, it would make every effort 
to bear upon. he problem all the remedies of tne 


We were faced with a situation where countless people 
were losing faith in the effectiveness of the law to protect 
them and 


wanted to use them. Long before Rois sivas. wes prepared, 
dividuals and several groups came to us (and also 
for help, and our continued effort to develop the 
facts ‘iS designed to enable us to provide that help. 


to paderetens your statement that, "If 
e, their charges should be 
to the proper authorities rather than to persons 
who will use them for their own purposes." If NLSP is not 
available to assist the poor of Newark to find justice, 


then I don't know what its purpose is. 
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hall represent 


of our ability. | 


o appropriate authorities, and already several 
have been referred to the F.B. 


ize ene the ceca oe pa problems ioe restorin, 


professional talents 
hi no one else to speak for them are also serving 
the cause of justice. 


If any phase of NISP's operations gives you concern, 
I would ve delighted t; discuss it with you. 


Respectfully yours, 


le Arthur J.. Sills 


